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over to him, and, on October 20, he entered one of the strongest
fortresses of Germany without striking a blow. He at once
levied a heavy fine on the wealthy bourgeois, and seized all
the money in the elector's treasury; and then sent a division
to the undefended free city of Frankfort, and levied a further
contribution on the wealthy merchants there. His flying
division even reached as far as Cassel, which made the Land-
grave of Hesse detach his compact and well-disciplined army
from the Prussian invaders, and greatly weaken the Duke of
Brunswick.1 So long as no attempt was made to outrage
German feelings the French invasion was entirely successful,
and it was Custine's success which gave the Convention the
idea of their famous decree of November 18, by which the
French nation declared it was fighting a war to free all peoples
from all kings.

Equally successful were the operations of General Montes-
quiou and General Anselme. General Montesquiou was the
same Marquis de Montesquiou who had been reporter of the
financial committee in the Constituent Assembly,2 and just as
Biron had been urged on by the more advanced opinions and
ambition of Custine, so Montesquiou found an inducement to
act with vigour from the openly professed desire of Prince
Charles of Hesse, who called himself Citizen Hesse, and com-
manded the forces at Lyons, to supersede himself. Even before
August 10 the Prince of Hesse had declared his intention to
accuse Montesquiou before the Jacobin Club for neglecting
his duty; and under the influence of this threat with some
reluctance the general crossed the Italian frontier into Savoy.
There again, as had happened in Western Germany, he found
that the way had been made easy for him by the revolu-
tionary ideas which had been learned from France, and which
had been spread throughout Savoy by a secret association
which held its meetings at Chamb^ry. The Savoyards had

1  M&moires posthumes du g6nfral Comte de Oustine, rediges par L, B.
Hamburg : 1794.   L. B. was Louis Baraguay d'Hilliers, afterwards one of
Napoleon's generals, and chief of Custine's staff.

2  See vol. i chap. xii. pp. 364, 3C5